
County: North Yorkshire Site Name: Kirkby Wharfe

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act, 1981.

Local Planning Authority: Selby District Council

National Grid Reference: SE 510400

Ordnance Survey Sheets 1:50,000: 105 1:10,000: SE 53 NW, 54 SW

Area: 21.7 (ha)  53.7  (ac)

First Notified: 1984

Description:
Kirkby Wharfe is an area of floodland in the valley of Dorts Dike, a tributary of the River
Wharfe.  Low-lying land adjacent to the dyke supports a rich marshland flora, which is in part
hay cropped and in part cattle-grazed and at the higher margins there is drier neutral grassland.
The site also contains an osier bed which is still in active production.

The marshland communities are dominated either by sedges and rushes, typically common
sedge Carex nigra, brown sedge C. disticha, jointed rush Juncus articulatus and hard rush J.
inflexus, or by grasses such as reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima and reed canary-grass
Phalaris arundinacea.  Both are herb-rich with an abundance of meadowsweet Filipendula
ulmaria and creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, as well as a number of other species such
as marsh marigold Caltha palustris, tubular water-dropwort Oenanthe fistulosa, water horsetail
Equisetum fluviatile and common marsh bedstraw Galium palustre.

The osier bed has a rich ground flora dominated by meadowsweet, and also contains great
willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, yellow iris Iris pseudacorus and common meadow-rue
Thalictrum flavum.

Areas of drier neutral grassland at the margin of the floodland are dominated by red fescue
Festuca rubra with herbs such as great burnet Sanguisorba officinalis, salad burnet S. minor,
cowslip Primula veris and cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris.

The site is one of a very few remaining sedge and rush dominated marshland communities in the
Vale of York, others being found at Upper Dunsforth and Farnham Mires.

Other Information:
1. This is a new site.
2. See also Upper Dunsforth and Farnham Mires.


